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The cadastre in Queensland

 Torrens titling

 Survey plans are point of truth for dimension 
and area

 The integrity of the cadastre

 Legislation

 Maintaining and improving cadastral 
boundaries throughout the State
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Purpose:  Maintain and improve the integrity of the 
cadastre. 

Key components – all work together.

 Registration of Surveyors – Surveyors Board of 
Queensland (SBQ)

 Set surveying standards – Cadastral Survey 
Requirements (CSR) and Survey Requirements for 
Mining Tenures (SRMT)

 Survey auditing program

 Industry engagement and education (conferences 
and seminars, surveying alerts)

 Provide survey advice
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Plan examination

 Unchanged since 1990s

 Basic examination of all plans submitted

 Plans could not progress until passed

 Suitable for many years

 Need for change:
 Number of examinations unsustainable
 Very few in-depth examinations
 Field examinations became very rare
 Identification surveys excluded

Historical auditing
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Registry plan (survey plan) Identification survey plan



Survey audit modernisation

 Work started in 2022

 New system implemented in July 2023

 Some surveys selected for in-depth 
audit

 Desk-top audit and field audit

 Targeted approach using weighted 
criteria

 Random component 

 Identification surveys included

 The cadastre in Queensland

 The compliance framework

 Historical auditing

 Survey audit modernisation

 Audit results to date

 Next steps



Audit results to date 1 of 3

Improving compliance

 Desk audits 
improved from 48% 
to 77% compliance*

 Idents improved 
from 37% to 80% 
compliance*

* 18 months of audit results (quarterly)
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Lower compliance – Field work*

* 18 months of audit results (quarterly)
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Lower compliance

 Surveyors from outside 
of Queensland*

 Surveys with a physical 
feature (ambulatory) 
boundary*

* limited data – early indication only
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Audit focus areas for 2025

 Continue field audits

 Surveyors with low compliance rates

 Surveyors from outside of Queensland

 Surveys with a physical feature (ambulatory) boundary

Next steps

Develop guidelines

 Fundamentals of cadastral surveying in Queensland
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Continue engagement activities

 Presentations through industry 
organisations

 Surveyors Board of Queensland

 Surveying newsletter (surveying alert)

 Reference groups

Next steps
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International Federation of Surveyors supports the 
Sustainable Development Goals


