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THE ECOLOGICAL LAND MANAGEMENT

AS  A NEW PATH TO THE 

PRESERVATION OF OPEN SPACES 

Manfred BOTTMEYER
Head of Department Land Management 

Ruhr Regional Association

The Ruhr 
Area is alive

Flächenmanagement in IndustriefolgelandschaftenEcological Land Management  - Preservation of Open Spaces 

Federal Republic of Germany Europe by night
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Die  8 (?) Kernstädte 

The Ruhr Region

11 Towns

4 Counties (with 42 further towns)

Area: 4.435 km² 

Inhabitants: 5.2 Mio.

The area of the Regionalverband Ruhr

Members of the 
RVR
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Federal Nature Conservation Act     1976

For any intervention in the natural 
environment, the polluter is responsible for 
the planning and implementation of the 
appropriate measures of compensation. 

In 1998, the Rules of Intervention were 
integrated into the German Baugesetzbuch 
(Town and Country Planning Code) to 
serve as a planning instrument.

German Rules of Intervention 
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The amendment to the law of 2005 brought a 
substantial change:

- The temporal and spatial decoupling of impact and
compensation

- Compensation measures can now be implemented
spatially separate from the site of impact. 

- Further more, compensation measures can be realized
in  advance in so-called ecological compensation accounts

- Ecological credit points can be allocated to later
measures

- Compensation measures in forests are given a first 
priority status. 
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Following the amendment of the
Landscape Act of North Rhine-
Westphalia 2005, compensation
measures are possible in forests.

Compensation measures in forests 
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Impact Mitigation Regulation
as an important instrument of nature conservation

2004 2007
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Impact to landscape

Verification:
Compensation

possible?

Compensation
measures

Surrogation
measures

Surrogation
payments

Verification:
Surrogation 

possible?

The „German Compensation System“

yes

yes

no

no

Example:

seal of landscape

unseal of landscape

Example:

Dredging a lake or 
a harbour First choice

Last choice

Second choice
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The variety of compensation measures for the ecological 
upgrading of land

- Reforestations
- Layout of forest edges
- Conversion of forest stands to near-natural conditions
- Maintenance of old and dead wood stands planting of

trees, hedges and field trees
- Layout of orchards
- Extensification of farmland
- Production-related measures in agriculture
- Measures for the development of seam structures
- Unsealing of surfaces
- Layout or restoring of waters as well as measures for the

sustainable improvement of biotope and species protection  
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Valuation
System
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29.05.2012 |   Manfred Bottmeyer  DVW AK 5 

Ökologisches BodenfondsmanagementValuation – Modells of Compensation 
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Expert-Report:    „Ecological Reforestations “
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GIS-based
compensation-pool

The hachured spaces are gentrified
and accepted,

green in the woods, violet in greenlands

The ecological points of the violet
framed  spaces are sold!

concluded contracts

gentrified greenlands

gentrified forestation
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The compensation-contract includes

- the capitalized lease of ground

- the costs for the compensation measures *

- the capitalized cultivation work for 30 years *

•incl. sales tax

The conversion of ecological points to Euro leads to a margin 
between 4 and 10 €/point and depends on the location and 

the market
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Restrictions:

“The temporal and spatial decoupling of 
impact and compensation”

vs.

“The functional coherence impact and 
compensation”

The political responsibilities belong to the 
“lower landscape authorities”

Many different valuation systems
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Example: Former military training area 
„Auberg“ in Mülheim
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The  project  “Auberg“  in Mülheim
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Calculation facts:

Buying price: 2 Mio. € for 120 ha (incl. 2 buildings)

Investments in measures for appreciation: actually not finished

Accepted number of ecological points : 1.5  Mio.

Expected receipts: 600.000 € for spaces (capitalized lease of ground)

Expected receipts for the compensation measures: actually not determined

Expected receipts for the capitalized cultivation work: actually not determined

This image cannot currently be displayed.
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Intergeo 2013, 8. bis 10. Oktober in Essen

Save the Date !
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Manfred Bottmeyer - FiG Marrakech

Thank you for your attention !

LANDMANAGEMENT OF FORMER INDUSTRIAL LANDSCAPES

Manfred Bottmeyer
Head of Department Landmanagement

bottmeyer@rvr-online.de

www.metropoleruhr.de
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