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Background only

The story:  Trans –tasman partnerships 

There are big benefits in collaborating,  and leveraging off one 
another's experience

Three key things are important to make that happen: 
1. There need to be institutions in place that allow this to happen 

(eg ANZLIC)
2. There needs to be a clear agenda to galvanise an agreed course 

of action
3. A harmonizing rather than homogenizing approach – it’s ok to be 

a little different so long as your approach is fundamentally the 
same

Agenda for Aus/NZ – Data, and Standards. 
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Geospatial collaboration:

a Pacific perspective
Simon Costello, Group Leader National Geographic 

Information, Geoscience Australia

Sue Gordon, General Manager Strategic Development 

and Support, Land Information New Zealand
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New Zealand
Island nation 

4.2 million population

Single unitary 
parliamentary system

National Geospatial Strategy

Australia
Island nation

23 million population, but highly 
concentrated along SE and SW coasts

Federation, with history of 
collaboration/coordination 

Strategy in development

Both Australia and New Zealand have significant maritime jurisdictions
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Key Australia/New Zealand spatial partnerships

• ANZLIC - Australia New Zealand Spatial 
Information Council - policy 

• ICSM – Intergovernmental Committee on 
Surveying & Mapping – coordination & 
standards for maintaining the spatial 
framework across land and sea

• Cooperative Research Centre for Spatial 
Information

• Sector and industry activity - Statistics and 
Standards (e.g: OGC forum)
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ANZ Foundation Spatial Data Framework

Spatial information that 
is:

• Authoritative and 
reliable

• Consistent

• Widely available

• Underpins public
safety and 
sustainability

• Enables innovation

• Critical for a range of 
national or 
government functions

Positioning

Land Cover 

Place Names

Transport

Imagery

Water

Elevation & Depth

Geocoded Addressing

Land Parcels & Property

Administrative Boundaries
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Stewards and Custodians



Land cover
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THE AUSTRALIAN STORY…

State, 

Territory

And Federal

Aggregation of 

commercially-

viable data

USES

Research

Standards

Stand-alone and 

collaborative 

maintenance 

programs

Industry

Community
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Statistical spatial framework

UNGGIM key challenge: better integration of geospatial and 
statistical information as a basis for sound evidence-based 
decision-making

• Australian Bureau of Statistics and Statistics NZ are 
collaborating to develop Statistical Spatial Framework 

• key elements: geocoding; data management; common 
geographic boundaries; metadata interoperability and 
related policies, standards and guidelines
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Standards 

ANZLIC has actively provided forum for the development of 
standards:

• the ANZLIC Metadata Profile

• Sponsoring the OGC forum set up in 2012 

Intergovernmental Committee on Surveying and Mapping 
(ICSM) working groups for development of standards and best 
practice:

• cadastre, geodesy, addressing, place names, tides & mean 
sea level, elevation, imagery and transport

• Alignment between working groups and ISO standards as 
part of the Foundation Spatial Data Framework
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Existing support in the region

• Maritime boundary, treaty 

delimitation, and extended 

continental shelf demarcation

• Vulnerability of island nations’ 

groundwater to climate change

• Infrastructure and community 

exposure to severe wind, tropical 

cyclone, tsunami, and “all-risk” 

• Further opportunities to collaborate?


