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The protection of land rights in 
Québec: a mission of the State

On private land
The State establishes
and keeps:
−An inventory of
properties (the
cadastre);
−A register of rights (the
land register).

On private land
The State establishes
and keeps:
−An inventory of
properties (the
cadastre);
−A register of rights (the
land register).

On public land
The Surveyor General :
–Records and marks 
boundaries with other
jurisdictions;
–Surveys land in the
domain of the state 
(boundaries between
public and private land);
–Keeps the official 
Register of land in the
domain of the State.
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Major land reforms :
Reforms affecting privately-owned land

Reform of the publicity of rights
- 9 millions of index pages digitized ;
- 170 millions pages of titles registered since the

last 30 years digitized

In 2006 :
– More than 98% of all consultations made using

Internet
– 9 000 0000 documents were consulted
– 30 000 consultations a day.
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Major land reforms :
Reforms affecting privately-owned land

Cadastral Reform Program
• Objective : Establish a comprehensive

computerized map showing the 3.7 million 
properties under private ownership ;

• 55 % of the whole project is completed
• Renewal works are completed in most of the

large cities
• Manpower constraints oblige to slow down the

production
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Public land in Québec it is …

• 92 % of the territory including : 
– Lands and interior water : 1 397 218 km² 
– Marine territories : 153 313 km² 

• More than 200 000 active rights, constraints
and protected areas ;

• More than 10% of Québec economic activity
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Problems on public land

• Context :
– Many departments and public agencies

according rights or establishing constraints
and protected areas 

– Large variety of rights and risks of unexpected
overlaps

– Scattered land information in many registers
– Insufficient tools to have a complete vision
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Consequences :

– Lack of consistency sometimes in 
government actions on land

– Possible awarding of conflictual rights with
risks of complaints and legal proceedings

– Land information data hard and costly to 
obtain without any garanty of reliability

Problems on public land
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Objectives :
– Implement the Register of the domain of the State to 

constitute the official, complete and integrated source 
for all information concerning rights in public land

– Promote the coherent management of public land
– Prevent the granting of conflicting rights
– Constitute an inventory of all the properties owned by 

the government
– Facilitate access to information about rights in public 

land

Modernization of the registration system 
on public land
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The Register of the Domain of the State

The main features of the register are :
• Simple access (via Internet) and safe operation 

(public-key government infrastructure)
• Input on an ongoing basis by government 

departments and bodies 
• Input from the Land Register and the cadastral 

division concerning purchases and sales by the 
State (to create and up-date the inventory of 
states properties)

• Access based on spatial reference data
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The new register contains the following information  :
• Private and public ownership of land (tenure). 
• Transactions concerning public land (via an automated link 

with the Québec Land Register (private territory)
• A the inventory of properties within the Cadastre of Québec 

and belonging to Québec government 
• Rights of use granted by the State and constraints and 

protected areas established by the State
• All land surveys officialized after the establishment of the 

new register
• Archive data from the former register

The Register of the Domain of the State
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Naviguer par critères descriptifs
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Afficher la couche « Tenure »
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Legend
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Définir le territoire à afficher
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Rechercher droits, contraintes et transactions

Search all
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Rechercher droits, contraintes et transactions

Search results



24

Registre du domaine de l’État

Search for rights, constraints and land transactions

Locate all
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Show descriptive data

Search for rights, constraints and land transactions
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Display descriptive data
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Display descriptive data
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Display the history of the right



29

Registre du domaine de l’État

Display the history of the right
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The Register of the domain of the State 
A colossal task

• Duration of realization (administrative conception, 
architecture, development, implementation) : 5 years

• At the height of the operation, over 70 people were 
working on the project

• Development efforts : 50 000 person days
• Costs of realization: 18 millions dollars. 
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The new Register :
• Simplify processes
• Increase productivity
• Improve coherency in government actions
• Improve access to information
• Give more accurate information
• Improve service delivery 

The Register of the domain of the State 
Results obtained
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A concrete example of the Cadastre 2014

• Cadastre 2014 proposed by 
Commission 7 set out the full 
legal situation of a given 
territory, including rights and 
restrictions of public right, and 
abolishes the separation 
between maps and registers. 

• The Register of the Domain of 
the State is therefore a 
concrete example of the 
Cadastre 2014 approach, as 
applied to public land.

Source : FIG
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A concrete example of the Cadastre 2014

• Major issues regarding The 
Cadastre 2014 Concept :
– Lack of consistency between 

multi-sources / multi-producers 
data ;

– Variable precisions ;
– Different positioning for a same 

limit ;
– May arouse questions from 

users ;

• Precautions to take before 
giving access to the public

restriction  C

restriction A restriction B

propriété 1

propriété 2
propriété 3

propriété  4
territoire

Source : FIG
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Thank you
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For the business domain :
• overall and detailed planning of the project
• consideration of concerns relating to access to information and the 

protection of personal information
• determination of the rights to be included in the Register
• drafting of the required legislative amendments
• design and implementation of strategies :

– to manage change
– to ensure the support of issuers for the new Register, 
– to prepare data for the initial loading of issuer information into the 

Register
– to build the systemic solution needed to support the Register and put the 

website on line

The Register of the domain of the State 
A colossal task
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For the development of the computer system:
• design of the overall system architecture (work, proces sing, 

data, technology)
• acquisition, installation and management of the 

technological infrastructure
• system development, operation and maintenance
• adaptation of the computer systems of rights issuers
• adaptation of the computer system used to support ot her 

register to enable exchanges with the RDE: cadastre, l and 
register

The Register of the domain of the State 
A colossal task
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Access to archive data from the old
register Terrier
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