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ABSTRACT:

In the early 18th century the earth was recognised as having some ellipsoidal shape rather than
a true sphere. Experts differed as to whether the ellipsoid was flattened at the Poles or the
Equator. The French Academy of Sciences decided to settle the argument once and for all by
sending one expedition to Lapland- as near to the Pole as possible; and another to Peru- as
near to the Equator as possible. The result supported the view held by Newton in England
rather than that of the Cassinis in Paris.
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