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LITTLE ORCA’'S 5000 MILE ODYSSEY
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HOW DO WE KNOW WHERE WE
BELONG?

THERE IS AN ID NUMBER ON THE
TOP OF US THAT LETS YOU KNOW
EXACTLY WHERE WE SHOULD BE!

MY NAME IS LITTLE ORCA AND | WOULD LIKE TO TELL YOU HOW | GOT MY NAME AND MY

ADVENTURE.

KUl MEANS STAKE AND WAS INVENTED HUNDREDS OF YEARS AGO. JUST LIKE ANIMALS
MARKING SAFE TERRITORIES WITH THEIR SCENT HUMANS MARK SAFE AREAS WITH KUL.

IN ADDITION WE LET HUMANS KNOW WHERE ELECTRICAL WIRES, GAS PIPES AND OTHER
INFRASTRUCTURE ARE TO AVOID ACCIDENTS. OUR JOB IS SO IMPORTANT TO KEEP US SAFE.
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IT ALL STARTED IN A SMALL TOWN CALLED HIDAKA IN WAKAYAMA PREFECTURE. A BIG STORM
UPROOTED ME FROM THE GROUND WHERE | WAS WITH MY FRIENDS. | WAS TOSSED INTO THE
RIVER BY FIERCE RAIN AND STRONG WIND.
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WAKAYAMA PREFECTURE 2 HOURS
FROM KYOTO
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“SWIM TO THE SHORE OR YOU WILL BE WASHED INTO THE OCEAN.” MY FRIENDS CRIED OUT.
BUT THEIR VOICES FADED INTO THE DISTANCE.

AS FAR AS | CAN SEE ALL | SEE WAS WATER | WAS NEVER SO ALONE IN MY LIFE.
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AT LAST | WAS IN THE MIDDLE OF THE OCEAN ALL BY MYSELF. | HAVE NEVER SEEN THE
OCEAN BEFORE IN MY LIFE.

SOME OF MY FRIENDS HAVE SENSORS LIKE CELLPHONE THAT TELL THEIR LOCATION BUT | DO
NOT HAVE ANYTHING LIKE THAT. NO ONE KNOWS WHERE | AM AND NO ONE CAN HEAR ME
SCREAM.
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| THOUGHT | WAS ON THE PACIFIC CURRENT AND NEARED THE TOHOKU AREA AND SUDDENLY
THE UNTHINKABLE OCCURED. THE OCEAN BECAME A MONSTER THAT SWEPT EVERYTHING TO
SEA. | WAS SURROUNDED BY EVERYTHING IMAGINABLE. LATER | LEARNED THAT A GREAT
TSUNAMI HIT THE TOHOKU REGION AND SWALLOWED TOWNS AND VILLAGES WHOLE. THAT
INCIDENT IS KNOWN AS 311. MANY PEOPLE DIED THAT DAY AND THE PEOFPLE OF THE WORLD
WERE SHOCKED AND SADDENED.
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AFTER A WHILE THE OCEAN BECAME CALM AGAIN. HOW FAR FROM JAPAN AM 1?2 DO | EVER
GET TO SEE MY FRIENDS AGAIN. | WAS LONELY AND SAD. | SAW A TANKER IN THE DISTANCE.

“HEY | AM HERE!
I CALLED OUT TO THE TANKER MANY TIMES, BUT NO ONE HEARD ME AS THE SHIP PASSED BY.
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AND SAIL ON THE OCEAN.

ONE DAY A BIRD PERCHED ON ME AND STARTED TALKING.

“I AM SO TIRED, | AM SO GLAD YOU ARE HERE. | CAN REST MY WINGS. THANK
YOU VERY MUCH.”

“YOU'RE WELCOME MR. BIRD. MAY | ASK YOU A QUESTION?”
“WHAT IS IT?2”
“WHERE AM | GOING?”

“ONCE YOU REACH THE MIDDLE OF THE PACIFIC YOU WILL END UP GOING AROUND
AND AROUND FOREVER.”

“OH NO, PLEASE SAY IT IS A JOKE.”| PLEADED BUT MR. BIRD LOOKED AT ME
WITH A SAD FACE AND FLEW AWAY.
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WHERE IN THE WORLD AM | IN THE PACIFIC OCEAN.

MY JOB 1S TO TELL HUMANS THE CORRECT POSITION ON THE MAP AND BORDERLINE. | HAVE
AN IMPORTANT JOB. WHILE | WAS DRIFTING IN THE OCEAN ENDLESSLY | REALIZED HOW
IMPORTANT IT WAS TO TELL THE RIGHT LOCATION. GETTING LOST IS VERY SCARY, | HAVE
NEVER BEEN SO SCARED AND SAD. | WISH | WAS WITH MY FRIENDS. | AM DEFINITELY GOING

BACK.
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THE WATER IS GETTING COLD. | MUST BE FAR NORTH, FURTHER THAN HOKKAIDEO. | WONDER
HOW MANY DAYS | HAVE BEEN FLOATING IN THE SEA. | WAS SO LONELY THAT MY HEART WAS
BECOMING ICE COLD. THEN OUT OF NOWHERE A BEAUTIFUL PAINTING OF LIGHTS AND COLORS
APPEARED IN THE NIGHT SKY. | HAVE NEVER SEEN SUCH A BEAUTIFUL SCENE BEFORE, THIS
MUST BE AN AURORA. | FORGOT HOW LONELY | WAS FOR A WHILE. THE AURORA COMFORTED
ME BY SURROUNDING ME WITH BEAUTY AND KINDNESS.
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SEVERAL DAYS LATER THE NIGHT SKY WAS PIERCED BY LIGHTNING AND GREAT THUNDER
CRASHED AND GUSTS OF WIND BLEW BE AROUND. THE WAVES WERE LIKE MOUNTAINS.

I WENT ALL THE WAY TO THE BOTTOM THEN BACK UP SO HIGH | WAS TOUCHING THE SKY.
| THOUGHT | WAS DOOMED. AFTER A LONG JOURNEY IN THE OCEAN | WAS TOO TIRED TO
FIGHT AGAINST WAVES ANY MORE.
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THE STORM BLEW OVER AND | WOKE UP IN A CALM OCEAN. | WAS SWIMMING AWAY IN A
TERRIBLE STORM AND | WAS TIRED. MY BODY WAS LIFTED UP INTO THE SKY.

“HELLO, WHERE DID YOU COME FROM?”

| REALIZED THAT | WAS ON TOP OF AN ORCA. | TOLD MR. ORCA THAT | CAME FROM JAPAN
FLOATING IN THE OCEAN.

“YOU MUST HAVE TRAVELLED LONG AND HARD, | WILL SWIM YOU TO A PORT.” SAID MR. ORCA
WITH A BIG SMILE.
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HOW FAST CAN MR. ORCA SWIM, IN NO TIME | WAS IN SAFE WATER. THANKS TO MR. ORCA
| FINALLY ARRIVED AT A QUIET PORT. AT LONG LAST | SAW LAND AGAIN.

“I THOUGHT WE COULD BE FRIENDS BUT WE MUST SAY GOODBYE HERE.” SAID MR. ORCA.
“THANK YOU MR ORCA.”| REPLIED.
MR. ORCA WAVED HIS FIN GOODBYE.
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LITTLE ORCAS F—HR<K A

BECAUSE | WAS WASHED
ASHORE AT ORCAS
ISLAND NEAR SEATTLE,
WASHINGTON | WAS
NAMED LITTLE ORCA.
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AT THE PORT A KIND MAN PICKED ME UP AND SAW THE LETTERS ON MY HEAD. HE SAID THIS
KUI IS JAPANESE KUI AND MUST HAVE COME TO ORCAS ISLAND IN WASHINGTON 5,000 MILES
AWAY.

I WAS SO TIRED | WAS DOZING OFF BUT WHEN | HEARD THIS | WAS ALERT. | CAME ALL THE
WAY FROM JAPAN TO AMERICA.
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| BECAME AN OVERNIGHT CELEBRITY ON AMERICAN TV NEWS. RIPRO FRIEND MR. JOHN HOHOL
SAW THIS PROGRAM AND CONTACTED RIPRO CORPORATION IN JAPAN. RIPRO CORPORATION IS
WHERE | WAS BORN, AT LAST THE PRESIDENT IS COMING TO GET ME IN SEATTLE.

“THIS KUI WAS MADE IN MY COMPANY, THANK YOU FOR PICKING IT UP” SAID RIPRO’S PRESIDENT.

“THIS ONE KUI MADE IT ALL THE WAY ACROSS THE OCEAN, TAKE CARE TO BRING IT BACK
HOME SAFELY.”

“THANK YOU.”
“I HAVE ONE FAVOR, PLEASE NAME THIS KUI LITTLE ORCA”
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WITH MANY PEOPLE’S KINDNESS | ARRIVED SAFELY IN JAPAN,
EVERYBODY IN HIDAKA AND RIPRO WERE HAPPY TO SEE ME BACK, BUT
NO ONE WAS HAPPIER THAN MY KUI FRIENDS.

MY 5,000 MILE JOURNEY CAME TO AN END BUT MY JOURNEY SFARKED
ANEW FRIENDSHIP BETWEEN ORCAS ISLAND AND HIDAKA. SINCE THEN
MY FRIENDS SENT TO TOHOKU ARE DOING THEIR BEST TO HELP IN THE
RECOVERY EFFORT.

MOST PEOPLE DO NOT NOTICE SMALL KUl BUT THIS SMALL KUl BECAME
A BRIDGE BETWEEN TWO COUNTRIES. | AM THE HAPPIEST KUI IN

THE WORLD. SINCE THEN | AM PROUDLY DOING MY JOB PROTECTING
EVERYONE.
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STAKES ARE VERY IMPORTANT THAT IS
WHY TOM SAVED ME THAT DAY. ..........>
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LITTLE ORCA WAS WASHED OUT

TO SEA FROM HIDAKA USUAL CURRENTS WOULD HAVE
DOOMED LITTLE ORCA TO AN
ETERNITY AT SEA
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FOR OVER ONE-HALF OF A YEAR | WAS WANDERING THE OCEAN AND | WAS FORTUNATE ENOUGHT TO LAND IN SEATTLE.
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HIDAKA TOWN IS A SCENIC TOWN WITH SWEEPING VISTAS OF THE OCEAN,
ROCKS AND RILLS AND TEMPLED HILLS AND VERDANT MOUNTAINS MAJESTY.
WAKAYAMA PREFECTURE, ‘TIS OF THEE!

LR BEET
RFEE
1848 fHE

' BEms
B8

HIDAKAGAWA
VILLAGE

fHhH

GOBO CITY

MIHAMA VILLZ

PN =

PACIFIC OCEAN

HSHET {55 MOBA FEER BEEBROALSE MLSALBESAXE—Y

HIDAKA’S CITY HALL DEPARTURE MR.KAITANI OFFICE TOM AVERNA



DEER HARBOR WA, USA @

A—NHhARE Al

DEER HARBOR
ORCAS ISLAND CHATERS

BOUNDARY PASS

FOGETR, BEDIE v FOEEM, 7XUHTEERE
DERALBICHEL. RERDBLEKRI-ILIFyF
U TREBMESN EEDRE, \
THE NAME ORCAS CAME FROM JUAN VICENTE DE GUEMES PADILLA HORCASITAS

Y AGUAYO, 2ND COUNT OF REVILLAGIGEDO WHO DISCOVERED THE ISLAND.
THE ISLAND IS BEAUTIFUL WITH SCENIC HILLS AND OCEAN VIEWS.
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LITTLE ORCA A MODEL FOR ALL STAKES

MY JOURNEY SHOWS THAT A STAKE CAN SURVIVE A TRIP TO AMERICA AND BACK. THIS IS BECAUSE
| AM DURABLY MADE, AND TO RIPRO | OWE MY THANKS FOR MY SURVIVAL. | AM ALSO VERY
ENVIRONMENTALLY FRIENDLY.
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POSTSCRIPT

TO MAKE THIS LONG STORY SHORT LIKE FERDINAND MAGELLAN ON HIS HISTORIC VOYAGE |
UNDERWENT A SIMILAR FIRST VOYAGE OF A SURVEY STAKE. | CONNECTED PEOPLE WHO HAVE
NEVER BEEN CONNECTED BEFORE AND GONE WHERE NO SURVEY STAKE HAS GONE BEFORE. KUI IS
AN IMPORTANT JAPANESE DESIGN THAT IS CENTURIES OLD AND PROTECTS US FROM HARM BY
MARKING IMPORTANT SPOTS. PLEASE CONSIDER USING RIPRO'S ENVIRONMENTALLY FRIENDLY KUI
MARKERS IN THE FUTURE SO THAT WE CAN PROTECT HUMAN BEINGS AND THE PLANET TOGETHER.
THIS JOURNEY HAS TAUGHT ME ONE THING TO ALWAYS LOOK TO THE FUTURE YET NEVER LEAVE
THE PAST BEHIND. DO YOU HOW TO GET TO THE FUTURE? ITS THE SECOND STAR TO THE RIGHT AND
STRAIGHT ON TILL MORNING.

RIPRO CORPORATION PRESIDENT KENGO OKADA
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