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Irlerncticsal Fedenalicn of SuswvaEvon
Fadaratic:s Intamafionals des Gaomeines
Imterncticnale Yesinigung der Yarmessungsingesnisurns

Together Stronger and More
Influential

Infernalional associations are
often divided into profes-
sional and scientific organi-
sations. In the surveying
wiorld there are several scicn-
tific associations, like the [n-
ternational  Association  of
teodesy {1AC) and the Inter-
national  Society  of Pho-
tegrammetry  and  Remote
Sensing  ([SPRS). On o the
other hand, there are pmfﬂs-
sional organisations like the
Internaticnal Pederation of
Surveyaors (FIG) In my expe-
rience, scientists and  re-
searchers sometimes fail o
pav due respect to profes-
siomals, many of whom use
the latest technology and re-
sults of scientific findings in
their daily wok, whether in
Llu-‘ private or the public sec-

r. The strength of G has
bLE_n its ability to get these
o groups together o dis-
enss their carmmaon problems
and to listen o each other’s
needs, Practical problems at
conference  level  concern
whether the papers present-
ed will give enough scientific
tredlt — even at the highest
fessional lovel — to the
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academics and, al the other
end of the scale, whether in-
formation presented at such
comferences will ever impact
wiorking practice,

Aot of FIG people have, like
mysell, an educalional hacl:
ground as a survevor and
geodesist, Since joining PG |
have listened to and regret-
ted this kind of old-Tash-
ioned  demagogy in dis-
cussing  the  definition  of
surveyor. The first definilion
of survevar was adopled by
FIG in Beijing in 1991, Dur-
ing the past ten years the
world has changed so thal
the definition nu:mls o b p-
visited and not only because
of technological  develop-
menls and the rapid change
in the use of geoinformation,
Other updates include the
poal of covering all survey-
ing disciplines — or gecmal-
ios, iF you prefer — with one
definition. | think that geo-
desisls, phologrammelrisis
and ather traditional survey-
ors may noew feel comfort-
able wilh the updated defin-
ition.

What is more important than
definilions or burcaucracy is
co-operation on practical is-
sues, Even the blgwe_Ht Ans0Ci-
atioms in our profession are
loo small o achieve big re-
sults alane, 1 have therelore
followeed  with enthusiasm
progress in co-operation be-
tween the classical surveving
associations like [AG, [CA
{nternational Cartographic
Association), ISPRS, [HO
iInternational Hydrographic
Organisation} and FIG, Based
on bilateral agrecments, we
have been able (o proceed
from attending each other's
conferences ke p]'nject—m'ie:nt-
ed co-operation that in the
long run will provide more
deliverables for all partners
and individuals. 1 would like
e mention as jusl' O CXAm-
ple the co-aperation that FIG
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has =et up with the restruc-
tured TAG and its newly-
appointed  president Prof,
CGerbard  Beultler, both o at
cornmission level and, for ex-
ample, with the UN Office
For Ouler Space Affairs.

[t is evident that this co-oper-
ation benefits from multilat-
cral relationships, especially
in discussions with policy-
lewel decision-makers or in-
ternational bodics like he
Linited Mations. O, as anaoth-
er example, when it comes
by professional qualifica-
Lions and education, with
UINESCO, the Waorld Trade
Organisation (W) and In-
ternational Labour Organi-
sation (1.0 Thus the recent
development involving all
spatial information secieties
has been positive — the joint
bawrd of Lhese sociclies is
new finding its real role as a
Ik and main p:lrtne]' ko the
LIt on E,;‘mnmrmatlm'l i5-
sues, This is needed because
in voluntary organisations
we will never alene have
enough resources 1o gel our
agenda adopted within or-
panisations like the UM, |
loole forward hopefully to
our decisive meeling al the
[S1PRS Congress in Istanbul
in July.

[he modern FIG is not anly
about surveying, It is about
much more. Thus FIG has
been looking for pariners
al=o outside the traditional
geomatics  block, amoengst
planners, appraisers, archi-
tects, landscape architects,

lawvers and economisls. For
these sorts of activities we
have other platforms, like

the Habitai  Professionals
Forum for the implementa-
tien of the agenda on human
settlements.

But PTG is all the time Took-
ing for new partoerships, for
example in gu.*.uinfﬂrrnatinn.
FIG has agreed o co-operale
with the Global Spatial Data
Infrastructure (GSEH) by -
ganising a joinl conference 1o
e held next vear in Caira
from 16th to 21st April 2005
This will be the Frst FIC an-
nual canference to be organ-
ised together with an inler-
nakiomal organisation,
Cepending on the result, we
will consider other pariners
in the future, This partner-
ship will be an experiment
far both parties in terms af
how a real, nonsgovernmen-
tal organisation like PG is
able to co-operate on oa prac-
tical lewel with an organisa-
tion whose members are
mainly government bodies,
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